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What Is a Smart Video Doorbell? Benefits and Buying Guide
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Real-time monitoring

Open the camera at any time to see the situation
outside the door

Indoor unit

s
Open the door, Dad is back
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Mom, there's a bad guy
outside the door
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The doorbell rings while you are in a meeting, travelling, or simply upstairs — and with a smart video doorbell,
all of these moments are handled from your phone. Beyond showing who is at the door, a smart doorbell adds
mobile video calls, recording of everything happening outside, and even remote unlocking of a smart lock. It
has become one of the most requested components of a modern smart home security system. In this guide
from Savis Home Magazine, we cover smart video doorbells from A to Z: capabilities, differences from

traditional intercoms, buying criteria and installation tips.

I What Is a Smart Video Doorbell and How Is It Different?

A traditional video intercom only shows the visitor on an indoor monitor — useful only when you are at home.

A smart video doorbell turns the outdoor panel into an internet-connected camera: whenever someone
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presses the button — or simply walks past — a live notification with video appears on your phone, whether you
are at the office, on a trip, or upstairs. Most models add two-way talk, recording to memory card, NVR or the

cloud, and the ability to unlock a compatible smart lock directly from the app.

Together, these features transform the doorbell from a simple peephole into an active security layer — the

same shift that has reshaped home security over the past decade.

Real-time monitoring

Open the camera at any time to see the situation
outside the door

Indoor unit

Mom, there's a bad guy
outside the door

Open the door, Dad is back|
|

Figure 1) The outdoor panel combines camera and doorbell in one unit.

I Key Capabilities of a Smart Video Doorbell
e Mobile video calls: the visitor presses the button, your app opens, you see and talk to them live — even
pretending you are home when you are not.

e Motion detection and instant alerts: if someone lingers at the door or a parcel is dropped off, you get a

notification with the snapshot.

¢ Recording and archiving: events are stored on a memory card, NVR or cloud storage — usable evidence in

case of a break-in or a dispute.

¢ Remote unlocking: if your door lock is smart, you can open the door for a guest or a courier from the same

screen; we discuss this combination in our biometric lock guide as well.
¢ Night vision: IR LEDs or assist lighting keep the image clear even in total darkness.

e Weather resistance: outdoor panels rated IP65 survive rain and dust.

I Types of Smart Video Doorbells Compared
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Type Installation Main Advantage Best For

4-wire wired (camera + Building wiring or new High stability, constant Buildings under
monitor) cabling power construction
Wired IP (app-connected) Network/power + Wi-Fi All smart features, high Smart apartments and
quality villas
Wireless battery-powered No wiring; screw mount 10-minute install, portable = Renters, quick trials
Peephole camera Replaces the door No damage to the door Ready metal doors
peephole

If your building is under construction, make sure the intercom and smart home wiring is included in the
utilities phase; installation costs a fraction of what retrofitting costs later. For finished buildings, IP and

wireless models are the clean, fast solution.

79 Py
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Figure 2) The live front-door view is always on your phone.

I Buying Checklist — 7 Criteria
e Camera quality: at least 1080p with a wide field of view (150°+) so both the floor mat and the visitor's face
fit in the frame.

¢ Real night vision: weak models only show a glowing halo in the dark; check a demo unit or buy from a

retailer with a return guarantee.

o App stability: fast call answering, timely notifications and regular updates are the marks of a serious
brand.
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e Smart lock compatibility: if you want remote unlocking, the doorbell and the lock must share an

ecosystem or protocol.

e Storage: support for memory cards up to 128 GB or an NVR; if you prefer the cloud, calculate the yearly

subscription too.
e Environmental rating: IP65 or better for the outdoor panel, especially on sun-exposed or humid facades.

¢ Warranty and service: buying from an authorized retailer like Savis Home means years of worry-free

support and spare parts.

IC Card and Phone APP unlock

-

Figure 3) The smart monitor enables calls, recording and remote unlocking.

I Installation — With or Without an Electrician?

Wireless and peephole models can be installed by any user in under thirty minutes: mount the panel, install
the app, connect to Wi-Fi and place a test call. Wired models — because of power supply and lock integration
— are best installed by a technician, especially when a digital lock joins the system, so the power and
unlocking logic are wired correctly. The Savis Home installation team commissions combined projects

(doorbell + lock + sensors) as one integrated system and configures the app, notifications and storage for you.

I Where Does the Smart Doorbell Fit in Home Security?

Most break-ins happen through the main entrance — exactly where a smart video doorbell stands. A clear
camera, instant alerts and recording act both as a deterrent and, in the worst case, as evidence. Combined
with a smart lock, door sensors and fire alarms, your home gains a complete security chain, designed in detail
in our smart security and safety systems guide. Savis Home consultants propose the right design for every

building type — apartment, villa or multi-unit complex — free of charge.
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I Frequently Asked Questions

Does a smart doorbell work without the internet?

Yes. In wired systems, the outdoor panel and indoor monitor communicate independently of the internet, so

you can still see and talk. Only mobile notifications, remote viewing and cloud recording need the internet.

Can an old video intercom be upgraded to smart?

Sometimes yes: interface modules can carry a legacy intercom's audio and video to a mobile app, but quality
and features depend on your existing model. Send a photo of your current panel to Savis Home for an

assessment.

Where are recordings stored, and are they safe?

Depending on the model: on a memory card inside the monitor, on an NVR, or on the vendor's cloud. For
Iranian homes, memory card plus NVR is usually the most economical and private combination, with no

subscription fees.

Does the doorbell work during a power outage?

Wired models go down with the main power unless a backup supply (UPS or battery) is installed; battery-

powered models run independently. Backup power is part of the design in Savis Home projects.

What about multi-unit apartment buildings?

Multi-unit systems with a shared outdoor panel and a smart monitor in each unit can be deployed and

connected to the lobby door lock; the exact design depends on the number of units and existing wiring.

I Conclusion

A smart video doorbell is no longer a luxury; it is the first layer of a smart home's security and convenience,
bringing video, audio, recording and remote unlocking to your phone at any moment. Choose based on
building type, camera quality, app stability and smart-lock compatibility. To find out which model fits your
building, Savis Home offers a free assessment and delivers warranty-backed products with professional

installation — from selection to after-sales support.
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